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Essential Question:
- What was the role of WWII in transforming the United
States politically, diplomatically, economically, and
socially?

Focus Questions:
- Whatwas U.S. foreign policy from 1920-19412 To what
extent was U.S. foreign policy characterized hy
isolationism/interventionism?

- Whatfactors drew the United States into war?

- What were the hasic strategies the Allies employed in
the European and Pacific theaters of WWII?

- What sacrifices and contributions did Americans (as
individuals, as groups, and as a whole) make in
support of the war effort?

 Towhat extent did WWII advance the case of “justice
for all” in America?

« What factors went into the decision to drop the
atomic homhs? Was this a justifiable act?



The Road to WWII

Wonld Events US Actions
1922 Mussolni grabs ttaly
- 1931 Japan invades Manchuria
1933 Hitler grabs Germany 1935 I* Neutrality Act (no arms to
beligerants)
1936-1939 Spanish Civil War 1936 2™ Neutrality Act (extends '35 and
adds loans/credit)
1937 Japan invades China proper {937 3" Neutrality Act (no arm
: merchantmen, no arms sales, neutral
travel, belligerents includes civil wars
‘per presidents’ discretion)
March 1936 -Germany occupies Rhineland October 1937 | Quarantine Speech
March 1938 Anchluss between Germany and Austria
September Munich Conference (a.k.a. Betrayal at
1938 Munich) )
March 1939 Hitler takes the rest of Czechoslovakia
September Germany and Soviets invade Poland November 4" Neutrality Act (“Neutrality" = Cash
1939 ' 1939 and Carry) )
April 1940 Germany attacks Scandinavia
May 1940 German attacks the Low Countries
June 1940 France falls to Germany (England stands
alone)
Summer 1940 | Battle of Britain begins (peaks in fall) September Destroyers for Bases deal
1940 &Selective Service Act
October 1940 | FDR promises Boston crowd that *|
have said this before, but | shall say it
again and again and again: Your boys
are not going to be sent into any
. foreign wars.”
November FDR wins 3™ term
1940
January 1941 Four Freedoms (of speech & worship,
' from fear or want) - 3
Spring 1941 Germans push British out of N. Africato | March 1941 Lend Lease
' the Egyptian border L
June 1941 Germany invades Russia July 1941 US convoys ships as far as Iceland
August 1941 Atlantic Charter (see reverse)
September USS Greer sunk by German UBoat s
1941 =
October 1941 | USS Reuben James sunk by German September Shoot on Sight:policy:
UBoat 1941 S
December 7, | Japan attacks Pearl Harbor December US declares war:on Japan, Germany *
1941 1941 Declares war“on US




America in the 20™ Century: World War II
The Road to War

1. What were the lasting effects of the Treaty of Versailles?

2. Provide examples of the rise of communism, fascism, nationalism, socialism, and
militarism.

3. What were the weaknesses/failures of the League of Nations during the rise of
dictators in Europe?

4. What was the United States’ role in the years leading up to World War I1?



The United States Responds Cautiously_

Most Americans were alarimed by the international conflicts of the mid-1930s but
believed that the United States should not get involved. In 1928, the United
States had signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact. The treaty was signed by 62 countries
and declared that war would not be used “as an instrument of national policy.”
Yet it did not include a plan to deal with countries that broke their pledge. The
Pact was, therefore, only a small step toward peace.

AMERICANS CLING TO ISOLATIONISM In the early 1930s, a flood of books

argued that the United States had been dragged into World War | by greedy -

bankers and arms dealers. Public outrage led to the creation of a congressional

committee, chaired by North Dakota Senator Gerald Nye, that held hearings on

these charges. The Nye committee fueled the contrdversy by documenting the

large profits that banks and manufacturers made during the war. As the furor grew

over these “merchants of death,” Americans became more determined than ever to Almlyzi" .

avoid war. Antiwar feeling was so strong that the Girl Scouts of America changed Canuses ng:

the color of its uniforms from khaki to green to appear less militaristic. & & What fag
Americans’ growing isolationism eventually had an impact on President contributed to

Roosevelt's foreign policy. When he had first taken office in 1933, Roosevelt felt ~Americans’

comfortable reaching out to the world in several ways. He officially recognized igsrg:;;?ognis s

the Soviet Union in 1933 and agreed to exchange ambassadors with Moscow. He

continued the policy of nonintervention in Latin America—begun by Presidents

Coolidge and Hoover—with his Good Neighbor Policy and withdrew armed

forces stationed there. In 1934, Roosevelt pushed the Reciprocal Trade Agreement

Act through Congress. This act lowered trade barriers by giving the president the

power to make trade agreements with other nations and was aimed at reducing

Political Cartoam)

“IT AIN'T WHAT IT USED TO BE”

During the late 1930s, Americans were divided
about becoming involved in “Europe's quarrels.”
Some people felt that the United States should be
more involved in the economic and political problems
occurring across the Atlantic. Isolationists—people
who believed the United States should stay com-

- pletely out of other nations' affairs except in the

. defense of the United States—strictly opposed inter-
vening. The idea that America and Europe were two

. separate worlds divided by an ocean that could
-guarantee safety was quickly eroding.

'SKILLBUILDER
~-Amalyzing Political Cartoons
“1. What does Uncle Sam's turning his back on
- Europe show about American attitudes in the

[y
IT AIMT WHAT
QJ USED To BE

late 1930s? =
2. What U.S. policy does the cartoon imply? =
3. Why might the Atlantic Ocean have appeared to e Sy K
. T & mAR .

shrink in the late 1930s7?
@ SEE SKILLBUILDER HANDBOOK, PAGE R24.
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tariffs by as much as 50 percent. In an effort to keep the United States out of
future wars, beginning in 1935, Congress passed a series 0@@. The
first two acts outlawed arms sales or loans to nations at war, THe—HiT act was
passed in response to the fighting in Spain. This act extended the ban on arms
sales and loans to nations engaged in civil wars.

NEUTRALITY BREAKS DOWN Despite congressional efforts to legislate neu-
trality, Roosevelt found it impossible to remain neutral. When Japan launched a
new attack on China in July 1937, Roosevelt found a way around the Neutrality
Acts. Because Japan had not formally declared war against China, the president
claimed there was no need to enforce the Neutrality Acts. The United States con-
tinued sending arms and supplies to China. A few months later, Roosevelt spoke
out strongly against isolationism in a speech delivered in Chicago. He called on
peace-loving nations to “quarantine,” or isolate, aggressor nations in order to stop
the spread of war. ‘

A PERSONAL VOICE FRANLKIN DELANO ROOSEVELT

“The peace, the freedom, and the security of 90 percent of the population of the
-world is being jeopardized by the remaining 10 percent who are threatening a
breakdown of all international order and law. Surely the 90 percent who want to
live in peace under law and inaccordance with moral standards that have
received almost universal acceptance through the centuries, can and must find
some way . . . to preserve peace.”

—"Quarantine Speech,” October 5, 1937

At last Roosevelt seemed ready to take a stand against aggression—that is, until
isolationist newspapers exploded in protest, accusing the president of leading the
Q nation into war. Roosevelt backed off in the face of criticism, but his speech did

begin to shift the debate. For the moment the conflicts remained “over there.”

1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a s

ence explaining its significance.

*Joseph’ Stalin _ f_g;e‘nitﬁ Mussolini - ~»Adalf Hitler , *Francisco Franco
*totalitarian “sfascism L *Nazism *Neutrality Acts

MAIN IDEA " . . CRITICAL THINKING -

2. TAKING NOTES st 3. ANALYZING CAUSES 4. DRAWING CONCLUSIONS
Using a web diagram like the'-on_e_ g How gitij_f.tr]e_ Treaty. of Versailles sow Why do you think Hitler found
below, fill it in with the main - sEye e - the Sedtls: ‘of_'ih_stabi_!ity in Europe? widespread support among the

ambition of each dictator. L 1} . Think Ahout Figen German people? Support your
‘ R e cts of the treaty on Germany answer with details from the text.

and:theSoviet Union 5. FORMING GENERALIZATIONS

. effects. Qf.ﬁe treaty on national Would powerful nations or weak
nations be more likely to follow an

Dictator’s
* Ambitions

pride L
* the economic legacy of thewar .~ isolationist policy? Explain.

™3t ambitions did the dictators
' Ein common?




|=0\achonist

V.

Uszz.

\ienenhanist

“The United States should. not become
involved in European wars.”
Still recovering from World War | and struggling with the
Great Depressmn many Americans believed their coun-
try should rema:n strictly neutral in the war in Europe.
Representatlve James F. O'Connor voiced the coun-
try's reservations when he asked, “Dare we set America

up and commlt ler-
bank of the ‘_' St
that the Umted‘

‘ﬁnanual and mllltary blood
rld?"_0’'Connor maintained
cbuld riot “right every wrong" or

wars in Europe rgh asserted that Amencans
[should} ﬁght anybody and everybody who attempts tfo

_isay, "Our'
Cdtlies i m

“The United States must protect
democracies throughout the world.”

As the confnct in Europe deepened lnterventlomsts

that-“when peace has been broken anywhere, peace
all countries everywhere is in danger.” Roosevelt ;
emphasized the globai character of 20th-century com ;

comes through the air, every ship that sails the sea,
every battle that is fought does affect the American #
future.” o)

Roosevelt and other political leaders alsa appeals
to the nation's conscience. Secretary of State Cordell:
Hull noted that the world was “face to face . . . with
organized, ruthless, and implacable movement of
steadily expanding conquest.” In the same vein, 3
Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles called Hitler “a
sinister and pitiless conqueror [who] has reduced more
than half of Europe to abject serfdom.”

After the war expanded into the Atlantic, Rooseveli
declared, “It is time for all Americans . . . to stop bein:
deluded by the romantic

| THINKING CRITICALLY

notion that the Americas

can go on living happily

1. CONNECT TO TODAY Making Inferences After World
War |, many Americans became isolationists. Do you

today? Why or why not?

2. CONNECT TO RISTORY Researching and Reporting
Do research to find out more about Charles Lindbergh's
antiwar activities. Present yor findings in an editorial.

@ SEE SKILLBUILDER HANDBOOK, PAGE R34.

recommend that the United States practice isolationism ;

and peacefully in a Nazi
dominated world.” He
added, “Let us not ask
ourselves whether the
Americas should begin
defend themselves afté
the first attack . . . orF
twentieth attack. The Ui
for active defense is N!

s p— PR3- SRR .
‘5‘ RS o S L} PR = &
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Name: UsS 32

( Date:
) America Moves Toward War Timeline
While reading chapter 24.4, complete the following timeline. Define each term on the
timeline.

* September 1939 — Cash & Carry — what is it and why did we do it?

* Summer 1940 — “All aid Short of War” — what did we do and why?

*. September 1940 — Tripartite Pact — what is it and what's its aim to the US?

* 1940 _ Selective Service Act

»

* . March 1941 — Lend-Lease Act — what was it and why did the U.S. take this
, Lposition? o,

December 1941 — Pearl Harbor Attack — what happened, why, & how did US réspond? . -

S




Did the Roosevelt administration deliberately allow the attack |
on Pearl Harbor in order to draw Arnerica into WWII?

Directions: Below are various facts & opm zons regardmg the December 7"' attack on Pearl
Harbor (all excerpted from Kenneth Davis’ Don’t Know Much About Htstoru) Once you
have read the preces of mformat:on, discuss the above questlon wrth your graup, It is your

mfluenced your answer

Evidence 1:

7 am December 7, 1941. Two U. S army. pmvates saw.more.than.50.planes,on their radar.
screens that seemed to be  appearing out of the northeast, When they, called in the |
Amformatlon they were, told it was probably Just part of an expected delzvety of new B-17s
coming from the mamland Umted States . .

".;:de...,e 2;
1 “F.D.R. was preoccupied with the war in Europe and didn’t want war with Japan. . . War
{ with.Japan would, P Amerlcan resources that should be dlrected toward the defeat of

Germany

| Evidence 3:" 4
There isal latge bodg of evidence of the Amerrmns dlplomahc attemptsto forestalt war o

with Japan.” .

.20 American warship, fhe: Panay,.on the Y, anglze L{l{le -in "late 19 3

Evldence-ll S R »
Japanese-Amencan relatlons were bad ll'l the 19308

SoEN s B oasef
‘wqrs_ ed when lthe flapanese sank

Za (;Lgar vxalatnon of i all

' treatles and an outng,ht act of war.

\fat'\

. Evidence 5; oot

Aftempling B mﬂuence the outcome of Ctnna s sttuggle aga#'\st Japan' Roosevelt loaned'“‘“

money to the Nationalists in China and began o ban exports to Japan of certain goods that

eventually included gasolme sctap iron & oil.

Evidence 6 :
By late 1941 it was apparent that war was commg with Japan Amencan and forelgn
dlplomats in Japan dlspatched frequent warnings about the Japanese mood Nearlv ayear

| ‘before-the: Pearl Harbor attack; Joseph-Gretw; the U;S. ambaSSadorm Tokyo wtred a;spemﬁc ,
| warning about rumors of an attack on’ Pearl ‘Harbor. '

Evidence 7 R —=

ry

-aimost ail: messages between JﬁKyp and ifs ermaassy in wasmngton D.C. were oemg

mtercepted and understood by'Washmgton

Evidence 8:

There is no longer any doubt that some Americans knew that, “zero hour” as the Japanese
ﬂml-\peeal"r\v fr\ ‘x’ce"\‘r\rﬂv\n r-a“nrl &"\n pnv\nnf‘ =++°f‘l’ rae or-lv-!nr‘: !ln{' ‘r\r ngﬁnwghpr 7“1

‘8




According to John Toland’s account of Pearl Harbor, Infamy, Americans had not only

broken Japanese code that an attack was planned on Pearl Harbor on December 7", but

the Dutch had done so as well and thelr wamlngs ‘had béen passed onto Washmgton A
British' double agent code-named Tncycle also sent exphcxt wammgs to D.C.

Evldence 9

Most American mlhtary planners expected a Japanese attack to come in the Philippines,
America’s major base in the Pacific; the American naval fortifications at Pearl Harbor were
believed-to be too strong to attack, as well as too far away for the Japanese.

har

Evidence 10: '
The commanders at Pearl Harbor were more prepared for an attack by saboteurs - which
explains why the battleshtps were packed together in the harbor, surroundéd defensively by

smaller vessels, and why planes were parked in neat rows in the middle of the airstrip at
Hickam Field.

Evidence 11: : ‘ '
Many Americans, including Roosevelt, dismissed the Japanese as cornbat pllots because they

{ were all presumed to be ‘nearsighted.”

-
Jn..---- ey = e T
25 .uw--w .-—.

'| There was a sense that any attack on Pearl Harbor' could be easily repulsed. ‘Supremely
‘overconfident, the Navy commanders on Pearl Harbor had been wamed about the .

| possibility of an attack, but liitle was done to secure the island: The general impression,
even back in D.C. Navy secretary’s office, was that the Japanese would be easnly defeated
| and Amenca would still' get the war it wanted m Europe

A

Evidence 13; . ' oY T,
- Historian Chnstopher Andrew in For the Pre&dent S Eyes Only argues that “The: complete

mtelhge Bnce” | il S

: surpnse of both Roosevelt and Churchxll reflected a fallure of unagmatlon as well s .o A ) |

E e TEE

T

Evidence 14: ' T
Historian Joseph Persico claims: “If [FDR’s secretaries of State, War, and Navy knew about

the attack] then they all lied and conspxred in the deaths of 2400 Americans and the fiéat- - *
fatal desﬁ'uctlon of the Pac1f1c Fleet.... For FDR fo'fail to alert the defenders of an attack they :
in vue mitisf premise that the’ nresndent had enllqted men of the statireoft .|

A mg
Shﬂngison, ﬁull Knox, and Marshall'ifs a treasonous consplracy o

Foidence 157 : ,

Bntlsh military historian John Keegan ¢ contends ‘fRoosevelt’s foreknowledge ‘
demonqtrated 1, have heen narrowly, mrc ed, Althmmh‘the A "en

cxyptanatysts had" broken’ both the Japanese dxplomahc c1pher Purple and
cxpner such insiruciions did not inciude detaiis of war pians.”

JE -

Nomdtscass the-evidence and determme your answer to the.above questlon' o s

-



Mobilizing America for WWII

In preparation for class you will be assigned one of the following topics:

Mobilizing Troops: How did the United States mobilize (draft, attract, train, deploy)
the military (both men & women) during WWII?

Read: 768-770 in your textbook. Start @ Americans Join the War Effort/Stop @ A
Production Miracle

oge o

Mobilizing Industry & the Economy: How did industry change and develop during
the war to aid the war effort?

Read: 770-772 in your textbook. Start @ A Production Miracle/Stop @ Mobilization of
Scientists.

Mobilization of Science, Technology, and Weapons: What new weapons were
created and what technological, as well as scientific advances were made as a result of the
war effort?

Read: Handout- The Enlisttment of Science

Mobilization of Women: How were women mobilzed for the war effort?

Read: Handout-Women

Mobilization of the federal government and the economy: What role did the
federal government take in regulating the economy to support the war effort (agencies

and programs)?
Read: 773-774 in your textbook. Start @ Federal Government Takes Control.

Homework:

1. Read your assigned portion.

2. Answer the question(s) that relates to your topic (answers should be at least 4 sentences
in length). Add in any additional information you feel is important to understanding your
topic.

3. Create a sign (regular sized sheet of paper) that has the name of your topic (in bold
print) with 1 sentence stating why your topic is significant. (This is in addition to the
answer to your question)

4. Provide a visual representation/image of your topic. You can draw this or use a photo.
Be prepared to explain your image.

9
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War in the Pacific

Japan’s assault on Pearl Harbor was just one part of a giant offensive throughout
the Pacific region. On December 8, 1941, Japanese planes bombed Clark Air Force
Base in the Philippines. Over the following two weeks the Japanese attacked Burma,
Borneo, the Netherlands East Indies, Wake Island, and Hong Kong.

On February 27, 1942, in what became known as the Battle of the Java Sea, the
Japanese navy crushed a fleet of Australian, British, Dutch, and U.S. warships that had
been trying to block a Japanese invasion of Java. The Japanese invaded Java the next
day and soon after began their conquest of New Guinea.

Defending the Philippines were more than 30,000
U.S. and 110,000 Filipino troops under the overall
command of General Douglas MacArthur. Born in
1880, he was the son of Arthur MacArthur, a distin-
guished general. Douglas MacArthur graduated from
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1903.
MacArthur then served in the Philippines and was
later wounded twice in World War I. From 1919 to
1922 he was superintendent of West Point. In 1937 he
. retired from the U.S. Army and served as a military
adviser in the Philippines for several years. President Roosevelt recalled MacArthur
toactive duty in the summer of 1941. He eventually was given command of all U.S.
Army units in the Pacific.
 When Japanese bombers attacked Clark Air Force Base, they found the U.S. air-
-::traft sitting on the runway. One Japanese pilot recalled, “They squatted there like
Q_fitting ducks.” The planes that were needed to provide air support for the U.S. fleet
Inthe Philippines were destroyed. Therefore, the fleet had to withdraw out of range
;Of the Japanese planes based in Taiwan. With no air or naval opposition, Japanese
;f-OTCES advanced toward Manila. MacArthur recognized that his outnumbered
forces would be unable to stop the Japanese advance. He ordered his troops to evac-
:.llate the city and retreat to the Bataan Peninsula.
¢ The rapid pace of the evacuation prevented U.S. forces from stockpiling
;‘_‘-’“f’ugh supplies, particularly food. The fighting soon settled into a war of attrition.
"€ Japanese kept the pressure on the starving defenders, who were outnumbered,
;Ptgun‘ned, and inexperienced. President Roosevelt ordered MacArthur to
#Ustralia, MacArthur vowed about the Philippines, I shall return.”

After fighting against overwhelming odds, the survivors who
remained on Bataan surrendered in April 1942. Japanese soldierg
forced the more than 70,000 survivors to march through the jun-
gle on their way to prison camp. More than 10,000 died on what
came to be called the Bataan Death March. The Japanese treateq
U.S. and Filipino soldiers brutally. Some prisoners Were
prevented from drinking water. Others were beaten or shot,
Conditions did not improve when they reached the Prison

camps. Disease soon spread among the sick and poorly feq
prisoners.

13



Halting the Japanese Advance

By the summer of 1942, the Japanese were ready to strike
Australia, India, and through Hawaii to the Pacific coast of the
United States. The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, Admiral
Chester Nimitz, did not consider the attack on Pearl Harbora .
complete disaster. “It was God’s mercy that our fleet was in Pearl
Harbor on 7 December 1941,” Nimitz said. Much of the sunken
battle fleet was salvageable because the ships sat in the shallow
waters of the harbor. Furthermore, none of the aircraft carriers
had been in port at the time of the attack. The U.S. fleet recov-
ered quickly and was soon fighting again.

The Battle of the Coral Sea. Nimitz was an aggressive
commander who preferred to attack, thereby pressuring his
opponents into making mistakes. On May 7, 1942, a Japanese
force on its way to attack Port Moresby, New Guinea, seized
Tulagi (too-LAH-gee) Island, one of the Solomon Islands. Before
the Japanese could reach New Guinea, however, a )omt British-
U S. naval force intercepted them Planes from U S. a1rcraft car-v*-

Allied victory. Although the A]h’es lost 2 carner, the battle. )
stopped the Japanese advance on Au' traha s

attack. One unit selzed two of the
They hoped to lure part of the U.S. fléet aw -
while, the Japanese carried out their main attack agamst Midway.
two small islands northwest of Hawaii. U.S. 'experts had broken

" the Japanese fleet code so the United States had advance warning of the Japanese

strategy. Nimitz later recalled, “Had we lacked early information of the Japanese

movements, . ... the Battle of : Mlc}way would have ended differently”

Instead Nlmitz wasable to assemble US. alrcraft carriers and destroy-
fofth of Midsway to: ambush;the']apanese attack.

d. Japanese ¢ clashed June 3-6. US. fighters, dive-

rpedb‘pl iries sank four: ]apanese aircraft carriers and

shiot down many enerny, / planes. "The U.S, victory proved crucial. Japan

lost shlps, planes, anda numhex:.of sk:]legl pﬂots

14 ..



Guadalcanal. After the attle of Midway, the United States
launched its first major'Offensive. In August 1942, American marines
waded ashore at Guadalcanal;in the Sotomon Islands. For six des-
perate months, they clung to a toehold.around the airport.
“Major General Alexand andegrift, commander of the U.S.
Matines on"Guadalcanal, desctibed the ferocious fighting. “I have
never heard or read of this kind of fighting. These people [the Japan-
ese] refuse to surrender. The wounded will wait till men come up to examine them
and blow themselves and the other fellow to death with a hand grenade.” ’
In November the Japanese sent a huge fleet to the Solomons. They hoped to
recapture Guadalcanal, but the U.S. fleet defeated the Japanese in a bloody battle.
The tide of battle in the Pacific had finally turned in the Allies’ favor.

Pacific Offensives

After their victory at Guadalcanal, in the Solomon Islands, the Allies had gone on
the offensive in the Pacific. Their ultimate objective was to come within striking
distance of Japan itself.

Island-hopping. Air and sea power were the keys to victory in the Pacific,
unlike in Europe where land forces played a much larger role. As early as 1942 the
U.S. high command had adopted a strategy of island-hopping. This meant that
troops would attack and seize only certain strategic Japanese-held islands, rather
than trying to recapture all of them. Japanese garrisons located on islands bypassed
by the Allies would be cut off from supplies and troop reinforcements. Airstrips
built on seized islands would help support the next Allied advance. In the central
Pacific, an island-hopping offensive began in November 1943 in the Gilbert
Islands. Army troops quickly took Makin Island.

Victory in the Pacific S
These Pacific victories gave the United States several strateglcasesfra whidh-:
- 'to launch: B-2_9-"Bombers against the Japanese home mlandsUSpIan ombied;:
most of thé country’s major cities in an effort to weaken the fightingspirit-of .

' e JapanieseiThe worst raid took place over Tokyo in March'1945%and creajed.ix.

¥ huige firestorins that ‘destroyed ‘much of the-city. The mass“’edes‘fuﬁ‘ﬂ@ncausgd <

 Japanese civilian morale to sag, but the country’s m'ilitgfy leaders refuseafo
surrefider. ¥ - : T .

R SHRICWRLATAT? LRI

15



lwo Jima. In February 1945, U.S. Marines attacked the island of Iwo Jima—jug
750 miles from Tokyo—and met strong resistance. Despite a U.S. victory being
nearly certain, Japanese forces fought as fiercely as ever. The Battle of Iwo Jima
lasted six weeks. Several thousand marines and more than 20,000 Japanese soldjers
were killed. One marine who fought on Iwo Jima described the fighting,

—

¢éThe casualty rate was enormous. It was ghastly. iwo was a volcanic island
with very little concealment. Cover is something you hide behind—a tree,

a bush, a rock. Few trees. No grass. It was almost like a piece of the moon
that had dropped down to earth.??

—Ted Allenby, quoted in Ordinary Americans, edited by Linda R. Monk

U.S. Marines struggled to take Mount Suribachi, which
the Japanese held with a strong system of tunnels and
bunkers. When the marines finally reached the mountaintop,
they planted the U.S. flag in the rocky soil to celebrate thejr
hard-fought victory. Photographer Joe Rosenthal recorded
the moment in a picture that would win him a Pulitzer Prize,

Okinawa. On April 1, 1945, the largest landing force in
Pacific history invaded Okinawa, about 350 miles from
Japan. The Japanese forces chose not to challenge the landing,
To avoid putting themselves in range of the massive guns of
U.S. battleships and other warships, the Japanese retreated to
the southern tip of the island. Five hours after the landing
began, the marines had captured one airfield and not a single
shot had been fired. ‘ o
Five days later, the Japanese attacked. Some 700 Japanese
planes attacked the U.S. beachheads and naval task force.
Three-hundred fifty of these planes were kamikaze, or suicide
planes. Kamikaze is a Japanese word meaning “divine wind.”
Six U.S. ships were sunk, and 135 kamikaze pilots died. After the war, Admiral
Nimitz recalled, “Nothing that happened in the war was a surprise, absolutely noth-
ing except the kamikaze tactics toward the end; we had not visualized these.”

This Battle of Okinawa was perhaps the bloodiest of the Pacific war. The
Japanese troops dug in deeply and fought to the death. Japanese troops hid'in caves
that dotted the island. The U.S. troops had to attack and subdue each individual cave,
often by filling the:cave with fire from flamethrowers. About 49,000 U.S. troops were
killed or wounded in the battle. More than 1 00,000 Japanese died in the fighting.

. By-early April, an Allied victory in the Pacific was near, but President Roosevelt
did not live to see the end of hostilities with Japan. The world was stunned when he
died suddenly on April 12. The new president, Harry S Truman; faced agrave deci-

sgipnm(}ermany’s surrender had allowed Allied forces to concentrate their efforts on.
thewar.in the Pacific. Despite repeated:Allied bombings, however, Japan remained.
aQ ,;Pﬁi?;ﬁpéntsﬂwﬂiing, to;ﬁg‘ht to the very end. Truman had to. dBCi-d?
whether the: United Stites should use its fearsome new weapan, the atomic bomb.

16
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1941-1945

Maps The Allies gained momentum in the Pacific war after the
way, which cost Japan four aircraft carriers and many of its pilots.

ﬂ_ THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY In which direction did battles in the e
Pacific progress? %%;’% 2

J trolled, 3 |
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Early Fighting in Europe and the Mediterranean

By the time of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Axis Powers controlled much of
Europe and the lands around the Mediterranean. Bulgaria, Hungary, and Romania
had joined the Axis Powers. Yugoslavia and Greece had been occupied, and south-
ern Europe was firmly under Axis control. Throughout most of 1942 the Axis
Powers achieved one victory after another.

The Germans and their allies scored victories on many different fronts. German
submarines, or U-boats, patrolled the Atlantic Ocean. They sank Allied military
and merchant ships and nearly cut off British supply lines. In the first half of 1942,
German U-boats sank more than 500 ships off the U.S. East Coast.

North Africa. Italian forces had launched an invasion of North Africa in 1940.
When British troops later began to inflict heavy damage on the Italians, Adolf
Hitler sent in the German Afrika Korps under commander Erwin Rommel.
Known as the Desert Fox, Rommel had advanced as far as El Alamein, Egypt, by
July 1942. His troops were ready to take the Suez Canal and the oil fields of the
Middle East.

Rommel’s skill as a military leader led even Winston Churchill to later admit
that “[he was] a great general.” However, Rommel suffered from shortages of men
and supplies. The British, led by General Bernard Montgomery, turned this short-
age to their advantage. In the fall of 1942 Montgomery pushed Rommel’s troops
Steadily westward out of Egypt and into Libya. The British victory in the Battle of
El Alamein helped turn the corner for the Allies in North Africa.

Stalingrad. In Europe, German troops had penetrated far into the
Soviet Union after their initial attack in June 1941. As the Germang
advanced, they captured many industrial centers as well as rich grain-
fields in the Ukraine. By winter German forces were closing in on
Moscow. The Germans also laid siege to Leningrad. For months the
men, women, and children defending the city endured a nightmare of
shell fire and starvation.

In the summer of 1942, German troops that had been pushing
toward the oil fields of southern Russia approached the key city of
Stalingrad. By the fall of 1942, German troops were fighting for control

of the city.

The Soviet forces refused to surrender, howevFr, anc} eventually surrou}r:ded :)};e
German soldiers in Stalingrad. Throughouta ternblfe wmtfer tht? t(}.‘:efrmazs llllgfami
forbidden by Hitler to surrender. Trapped in th? ruined city wi 4e?’w r;th(;emm

“little food, the Axis troops finally surrendered in 'late ].anua.ry 19 El. e Germar
force suffered about 200,000 casualties. Tb‘e Allied v1ct.or1es. z}th \la ein and
Stalingrad broke the momentum of the Axis advance. Sa'ld Britis ﬁpn;rje miniser
Winston Churchill: “Before Alamein we never had a victory. After Ala

never had a defeat”
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Allied Attacks in the Mediferranean

By late 1942 U.S. supplies and troops began to make a difference in the war. How-
ever, it would take another two years of hard fighting to defeat the Axis Powers. Soon
after Pearl Harbor, the Allies agreed that they would open a second front against the
Axis Powers in order to relieve pressure on the Soviet Union. However, Allied forces
were not prepared to launch a direct assault on either German-occupied France or
_ Vlchy-controlled southern France. At British prime minister Winston Churchill’s -
‘uirging, t.he‘A]hes decided to attack first in the Mediterranean region. ‘

_Axis surrender in North Africa. After France surrendered in 1940, Germany
“placed France’s colonies in North Africa under the control of Vichy France. The fol--
lowing year British forces turned back the Axis attempt to capture the Suez Canal
and drove the German and Italian forces into Libya. In November 1942 the Allies
planned Operation Torch, an invasion of the French territory in northwest Africa.
General Dwight D. Elsenhower commanded the invasion force of U.S. and British

soldiers. .
‘ Allied leaders w were unsure 1f the French forces in North Africa would oppose
' the i invasion. Early on the morning of November 8, some 65,000 Allied troops
e landed,._:«,lt Casablanca in Morocco and Oran and Algiers in Algeria. Nearly tWICC.:.
sthat number of French forces awaited them. Troops landing at Casablanca faced the
greatest difficulties, encountering both heavy surf and French resistance. Allied
troops captured Algiers that day and Oran two days later.

:_“May 1943 the Axis force of some 250,000 soldiers surrendered.

' The invasion of Italy. North Africa offered a gateway to the Itahan 1slan o
" Sicily. Allied leaders decided to invade Sicily next. They sought to clear the Axis~
' forces out of the central Mediterranean and to acquire a launching point for an:
* invasion of the Italian mainland. Battling high winds and rough seas, Allied troops
"+ landed in July 1943. They subdued Sicily in a little more than a month. General
* George S. Patton, who had emerged as a leader during the North Africa campalgn,
 guided the U.S. forces. )
The Italian king named a new prime minister to replace Benito Mussolini and'
ordered Mussolini’s arrest. Determined not to surrender the Italian peninsula, the
Germans took Mussolini to Germany and then set up a base for h1m in'northern Italy.
In September the Italian government signed an armistice
with the Allies. Soon afterward the Allies invaded southern
Italy to attack the Germans. Although the Allies took
Naples on October 1, they soon bogged down.
Hoping to outflank the German forces, the Alhes
landed to the south of Rome at Anzio in January 1944.
After the landing, however, the Allies were pinned down
for months. U.S. and British forces then began driving
slowly north. They were joined by small units of troops
from more than 25 countries. After months of bitter
mountain warfare, the Germans occupying Italy were
finally defeated. Soon afterward Mussolini was captured
and shot by Italian rebels. In June 1644 the Allies marched
into Rome, making it the first Axis capital to fall.



Sea and Air Assaults

During the fighting in the Mediterranean, the Allies waged campaigns on other
fronts. In the Atlantic, German U-boats continued to take a staggering toll on
Allied ships, lives, and supplies. Not until 1943 did this Battle of the Atlantic begin
to turn in the Allies favor. An important factor was the refinement of sonar equip-
ment, which uses sound waves to detect underwater objects. The Allies also devel-
oped fast escort ships for convoys and air-bombed German U-boats and
submarine yards. By 1944 the Allies had won the Battle of the Atlantic.

In 1943 the Allies intensified their air campaign of strategic bombing aimed at
destroying German military production and undermining the morale of the German
people. “It was sound strategy to prevent the Wehrmacht [German armed forces]
from falling back to regroup and be lethal [deadly] again,” Lieutenant John Morris
explained. “We bombed . . . the railroad marshaling yards and road hubs along the
Wehrmachf's line of retreat, up and down Germany’s eastern border.” British Royal

Air Force (RAF) planes flew chiefly at night, dropping their bombs in the general
area of a given target. U.S. aircraft concentrated on precision bombing in daylight
raids. By 1944, bombers had dropped hundreds of thousands of tons of explosives
on German factories, supply lines, and military centers.

Operation Overlord

Victory in the Atlantic and air assaults on Germany paved the way for Operation
Overlord—the long-awaited Allied invasion of German-occupied France. U.S. Army
chief of staff and key Allied strategist George C. Marshall led the planning. Many
believed that he would also lead the Allied forces, but he chose to remain in
Washington to advise President Roosevelt. Instead, General Eisenhower com-
manded the invasion. The Allies put in place a system of dummy installations and
false clues to convince the Germans that the invasion would take place near Calais
on the English Channel.

Instead, the Allies landed farther south, in Normandy, on D-Day, June 6, 1944.
Nearly 5,000 troop transports, Janding craft, and warships carried some 150,000
U.S., British, and Canadian soldiers across the Channel. General Omar Bradley
led the U.S. troops that landed at Normandy. Overhead, planes dropped close to
23,000 airborne troops and bombed roads, bridges, and German troop concentra-
tions. Corporal Samuel Fuller recalled encountering fierce resistance with the U.S.
1st Infantry Division on Omaha Beach.

The Germans had fortified the Normandy beaches with concretebunkers, tank
traps, and mines. The beaches resembled a giant fortress, but the Allied campaign
of disinformation and distraction had done its job. Adolf

- Hitler refused to send reinforcements to the drea around

Normandy. He still believed that the main invasion -




When the Allies liberated the death camps, they found thousands
of starving survivors. Romanian-born writer Elie Wiesel was one
such survivor. He described the deep psychological scars left on con-
centration camp Survivors.

r} ¢€0ne day | was able to get up, after gathering all my
, strength. | wanted to see myself in the mirror hanging on the

opposite wall. I had not seen myself since the ghetto. From
the depths of the mirror, a corpse gazed back at me. The look in his
eyes, as they stared into mine, has never left me.??

—Elie Wiesel, Night

To carry out this monstrous genocide, the Nazis took advantage of a long his-
tory of anti-Semitism in Europe that stretched back to the Middle Ages. A flood
. of Nazi propaganda against Jews stirred up this anti-Semitism. Some non-Jews in
Nazi-occupied countries either assisted the Nazis or failed to prevent them from
sending Jewish citizens off to the death camps. Others worked heroically to save
the lives of Jews.

¢ READING CHECK: Summarizing How was the Holocaust carried out?

Defeating Germany

Although Germany’s situation was grave, Adolf Hitler refused to give up. In
September 1944 the Germans launched their first V-2s, or long-range rockets, at
cities in England and Belgium. These bombs could not be shot down easily.

The Battle of the Bulge. By September 1944 the Allies had crossed the German
border. As they paused to bring in supplies and to regroup, the Germans Taunched,
their final counterattack. In heavy snow, they drove against the Allies in the
thickly wooded Ardennes region of Belgium and northern
France. They pushed westward to create a dangerous bulge in the
Allied lines. In the resulting Battle of the Bulge some 200,000
Germans attacked an initial U.S. force of about 80,000 troops.
The U.S. 101st Airborne Division defending the Belgian town
of Bastogne was completely surrounded. When German officers
demanded the 101st’s surrender, General Anthony McAuliff
offered a one-word reply: “Nuts.” Allied generals Tushed in rein-
forcements, and the Allies pushed the Germans back_ FIaﬂClS

g e e

movmo -more than 100 mlles a day By faqgarg 1945 it wa

4 are war on ]apan three months after: :
surrender. They agreed to divide and occupy Germany: after the
“war and outlined plans for anew international peace orgamzatlon
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The urgency of the war effort convinced President Roosevelt
to run for an unprecedented fourth term. With Missouri senator
Harry S Truman as his running mate, Roosevelt won his party’s
nomination with little opposition. The Republicans chose
Thomas E. Dewey, governor of New York. Dewey lacked the
charisma and experience of Roosevelt and was defeated by an
electoral vote of 432 t0 99.

The race to Berlin. During the early months of 1945, Allied
bombers continued to blast German cities, including Leipzig
and Berlin. One of the most devastating attacks hit Dresden in
February. In one massive two-day attack, Allied bombers caused
the worst firestorms of the European war. Total civilian deaths
have been estimated at between 30,000 and 60,000.

In March, Allied troops crossed the Rhine River from the west
and drove into the heart of Germany. By then, Soviet troops occupied much of
eastern Europe. Churchill wanted General Eisenhower to push east as far and as fast
as possible. Churchill worried that the Soviets might later lay claim to territories
they seized. Eisenhower did not want military strategy to be determined by politi-
cal considerations and therefore halted the Allied advance at the Elbe River in April.

On April 30, 1945, Hitler committed suicide in his bunker deep under the ruins
of Berlin. U.S. sergeant Mack Morriss described the grim mood of the fallen city.
«There is a feeling that here has ended not only a city but a nation, that here a
titanic force has come to catastrophe.” Germany surrendered unconditionally on
May 7. The next day, known as V-E (Victory in Europe) Day, marked the formal
end of a brutal war that had held Europe in its grip for more than five years.
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Key Events in WWII

War in the Pacific

Name of Battle

What Happened? Key points of the battle &
major players

How did it alter the course of the war?

Symbol for
Map

1. 1942: Conflict in the
Philippines

2. 1942: The Battle of Coral
Sea

3. 1942: Battle of Midway

N
o

4. 1942: Guadalcanal

5. 1942-to the end: Island
Hopping (While this isn’t a
battle, explain the
significance of the strategy)

6. 1945: Iwo Jima

7. 1945: Okinawa




Key Events in WWII
War in Europe & North Africa

Name of Battle

What Happened? Key points of the battle &
major players

How did it alter the course of the war?

Symbol for
Map

1. 1940-1942: North African
Front

2. 1941-1943: Stalingrad

Sz

3. 1943: Italian Campaign

4, Sea & Air Assaults

5. 1944: Operation
Overlord (D-Day)

6. 1944: Battle of the Bulge

7. 1945: Race to Berlin
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DOUBLE Vrcronv

M

a battle on the-home front against Hitlerism,” insisted Adam Clay-
ton Powell, Jr., a New: York City councilman. “How can white
Americans expect-to have a tolerant world after this war when
there is racial prejudice within the ranks of those who are fight-
ing?”?® Black columnist:George’ Schuyler castigated the jim crow
army: “Our war is not-against Hitler in Europe, but against Hitler
in America. Our war is not to defend democracy, but to get a
democracy we have never had.”® In his protest against segregation
in the U.S. Armed Forces, the editor of the Chicago Defender de-
clared: “We are not exaggerating when we say that the American
Negro is damned tired of spilling his blood for empty promises of
better days Why die for democracy for « some foreign country
when we don’t even have it here?” I order to unite the country

and win the conflict, the Defender’ s edltor demanded that America
“bomb the color«lme g

“Prove to us,” blacks challenged wh1tes, “that you are.not hyp-.

ocrites when you say this is a war for freedorn. For Afrlcan Amer-,
icans, the war for freedorn had to be fought in thelr colntry’s own

backyard. “The Army jim-crows us,”’ complamed a studerit,, “The -

Navy lets us serve only as messmen. . . Edq;loyers and Jlabor
unions shut us out. Lynchings continue, We are disfranchised . ...
spat upon. What more can Hitler do than that.”** In a letter to the
NAACP, a soldier wrote: “I am a Negro soldler 22 years old. [
won'’t fight or die in vam If I ﬁght, stiffer or! che tfw1ll" be for the
freedom of every black man to live equally with other races, If the
life of the Negro in the United States' is right asiit is livéd today,
then I would rather be dead.”** Scheduled to be drafted into the
army, a youth declared: “Just carve on my tombstone, ‘Here lies a
black man killed fighting a yellow man for the protection of a
white man.’*3 In a poem published in an African-American news-
paper, another young man asked: ]
Dear Lord, today
I go to war:

“Bomb the Color Line” : L

To fight, to die,
Tell me what for?

Dear Lord, I’llnﬁght, ‘ o 4
Ido not fear, :

Germans or Japs;
My fears are here.
Americal®4

sh' es” and. hls ha1:

refuse. to report for induction.” He claimed that his induc-

i




(Continued: Bomb the Color Line - ‘The War Against Jim Crow")

Trammg programs were also segregated African American soldiers also faced servile work
‘"aSSanments Skilled blacks found thémselves occupationally downgraded. “A lone: soldle
~:wrote to:the PittsburghCourier:. We are members of the 78 Aviation Sqdr, and it seems

o ~I|ke ‘we are:not being tréated fair: Most of us got trades of our own to help win this war,

- "But instead we are servants and drt“h diggers and we want better. .. they got us here

. 7,-washmg dishes, working around thé ofﬁcers houses and wartung on them, instead of tmng

‘to win this war they got us in drtches

More. stressful than expenencmg dlscnmmatlon on ammy bases was facing the temble threat \

- _.of hate violence, especnally in small Southern towns. While training at Tuskegee, ‘Alabama,
pilot Fred-Smith ‘of Gh:cago wiis Warried-by-officers: “Don't go-off the base or you won't

_come back: Yoii'll be lynctiéd.” On: -Apnil 3, 1941, at For Benning, Georgia, the body. of

. Private Felix:Hall'was fourid hangmg from atree, his hands bound-behind his back. In a

“Statement to-the Nation":issued in June 1943, the NAACP declared” “The continued ill

+ treatmentsof Negmes in uniform both on military reservations and in many civilian -

* communitiesis disgraceful. Negroes in-uniform of the nation have been beaten, mobbed,
killed; and lynched.” The proclamation of the “Four Freedoms,” the NAACP said, would
be reganded as:hypocritical by.colored-people around the world until President Roosevelt
acted to end discrimination in:the ~'-Army
AsS|gned to service and support duties, African Americans composed half of the
Transportation Corps in Europe. The transportation corps biggest task was feeding an

" enormous army,in movement.. Ah‘hough they were given support assignment, black soldiers
in the Transportahon Corps found they were sometimes needed for military duties. “We
were responsible for keeping the German saboteurs from blowing up our ammunition,”
recalled a soldier. “The Germans had dropped young fellows who lived in places like New
York ar]d Ch:cago and spoke perfect Engl;sh They could talk about the Brooklyn Dodgers
and the Whrte Sox. You couldn't distinguish them from Americans.”” To avoid such possible
confusion, the Army command ordered all white soldiers off the streets at night and
assigned black soldiers to do patrol duty
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F . sponse to thls pressure, Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson au-y'_:;f.

“.. . thorized the training of black aviation. cadets.in a. segregated unit;

soneoets O atdAuskegee Adr Force Bise. Whlle wélcgmmg,the;{ruskegee train-.

i v - ingiprogram as;“a; stepin: the. ngbbdu:ectlgn,” the: Crt;zs ax:gued
‘that:the solution still adhered. to-“the qld Army pattern of segre-.-

e e TR S *gaﬁfon, F5 RN S S 15 IR {0 JE T T n,,“ TSR WU IR 7 SRR S RS

" /Sent to Europe as members of the: allablack 9oth: Pursuxt»Squadron

and 332nd Fighter Group, the Tiiskegee pilots foyght the German’

Luftwaffe in aerial combat. For their heroic service in Sicily and

" ~Italy, two of theffi Were'awarded 'thé Distiriguished Unit’ ‘Citation; .. -

- Vi aii Torce’s highest commendaflon Wheti'GeneidlIra C. Aeker,' -

commanding officer of the Medlterranean Air Force, inspected thé

99tﬁ Pursuit quadron on ‘Aptil 16! 1944, he 3eclared “By ‘the

magnlﬁcent shong you 'ﬂnlers‘ have made since commg into thxs

%he 'fé, d"eépecmlly“ fié ‘Anzw beacl:xhead operatlons, you o

'y

the opportumty to agply your talents to much more, advanced
otk than was at one time plar;ned for you e
After Iraly, the pilots of the 9oth Pursuit’ Squadron and the
3320d Fighter Group escorted bombers over France and then
Bérlin itself. As the protectors of white pilots flying bombers en
route to enemy targets, the Tuskegee pilots earned great respect,

_ and bombing groups began requesting them as escorts. “They all
f % wanted us,” explained Coleman Young, “because. we were the

| only fighter group in the eritire air force that did not lose a bomber

to enemy action. Oh, we were much in demand.”s . -

) Alloae Amncinam anldines Af ¢tha -;t-rer

Ak S <i‘-,\:;l*~'



'_ ; :. A OH*ﬂ Q Line on T \’VDWF‘I’DH'%
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S

The war revived the American economy as an “arsenal for

d?md'cracy.” But, as it turned out, defense jobs were not demo-
gﬁ?ﬁﬂly cllstnbute'd: most of themiwere -:rese-rvéd for Whltes‘;onlgy_..

! Se#v‘ien_ty-ﬁ\'re, percent of the war industries refused to hire blacks,
Whilei 15 percent hired them only for menial jahs. In 1940, blacks

constituted only "o.z-'perc‘ent of the workers in aircraft production,

LA o

of the 6,000 employees of Vultee Aircraft in I941I, none were
i black. “It is not the policy of this. company,” the defense contrac-
 tor s'fiatéd,t‘“tci employ other than of the Caucasian race.”é* Only
- ten of the 33,000 workers of Douglas Aircraft Company were
black. “While we are in complete sympathy with the Negro,” the
7 president of North American Aviation stated frankly, “it is against
_company. policy to employ them as aircraft workers or mechan-
ics.. . . regardless of their training.”¢3 On the cover of its July is-
sue;the Crisis featured a. photographof an airplane fﬁctory with
) "7t'h'e‘captiorn “For Whites Only.”

The NA_ACP denounced discrimi-
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pay for them, 64 '
£or_1ﬁned to the unskilled

i —
tory jobs generated by the war, As the country began to mobilize

T — T L :
' economy in early To4T, branches of the NAACP organized

_theﬂdefense plants of Détroit,
lesi Pickets: carried signs with

Protests against discrimination in
Chicago, Los Angeles. and o)

¢] “Downwith Jim-Crw

:Zolik for Democracy.” «4 Bullet Draws N
_r}l. ht;rs 3-():' J“Nor Hitlerism But Ahjéricanism, Jobs for All."es
political iron was hot. Unwﬂlmg to wait for employers to

to thro ' - Wi :
e aJv 50,000 Negroes around the White House, brin“'g' them
O " . . "l- : : - E
o all ver the country, in Jalqples_, intrains and any way théy
get there, and throw them around the White House'and !c-ér;';r

A, Philip Ran({olnh nrest

Porters, “Let the Negro masses ‘spéa'lk,”fl hé-'déélared: '“Neg'r X

o ‘Leteh oes hav
ake in National Defense, It is a big:stake The stake "
ig:stake, | ., in-

“Call to the Marcp - <3l emiployment opportunities. 7 In s
i arch on Wathnarnn;.’"R.ahaolph demanded o d
to discrimination ¢ L TR T AR : an en
ustriés “1\,:mon no}i antp inte military but also in the defen‘sé in
+ -INegroes, by the mobilizdtion afid co. 1
et . zdtion and coordinati thei
; fope: P - ‘ wai rdamarti 4
Mass. POWer, ‘can’cause PRESIDENT v Sy

'E. ORDE G DISCRIMINATL :
P 7 >7ING DISCRIMINATION . IN ALL
‘RNMENT. DEPARTMENTS), ARMY, NAVY, AIR COR
NATIONAL:DEFENSE JOBs.”68. T ' i
Randolph was. determined-

; to make Roosevelt do the i s
translate the pronouncement peaitha gy thing;

s of the democratic war aims abroad

» but they must help -

and the se;:vice- oceupati ;
T —— e cupations before the
ar, Alrican Americans Wanted the better and hiz gher-paying fac :

1t"We Can liightffor Democracy, We Can
o Color Line But Bullet ]

- sue an execu
- mitted to work in these plants.” Roosevelt said that he would not

* do anything unless the march was first called off. “Questions like

“Bomb the Color Line”

i Washington,” the union leader promised, “ending in a monster
“huge demonstration at Lincoln’s Monument will shake up

* Randolph replied: “I never went to Harvard.” Roos
1 began entertaining his guests with old political anec-
ient, Randolph respectfully interrupted: “Mr. President,
ime is running on. You are quite busy, I know. But what we want
to talk w1th you about is the problem of jobs for Negroes in de-
fense indlif'f;_tries. Our people are being turned away at faéto_ry gates

- because they are colored. They can’t live with this thing. Now,

what are you going to do about it?” ‘
Roosevelt offered to call up the heads of defense plants and urge

.~ them to hite blacks. “We want you to do more than that,” Randolph

countered::* We want something concrete, something tangible, def-

* inite, positive, and affirmative.” Asked what he meant, Randolph
- presented his radical proposal: “Mr. President, we want you to is-

tive order making it mandatory that Negroes be per-

this can’t be settled with a sledge hammer.” Randolph replied:
“I'm sorry,:Mr, President, the march cannot be called off.” Then
Roosevelt asked the black leader how many people would be at
the march, ..OE hundred thousand, Mr. President,”7* :

A week later, Roosevelt signed Executive Order 8802: “There

talk, thePresident said: “Hello, Phil. Which class were you in a%

e

shall be no discrimination in the employment of workers in de-

fense industries or Government because of race, creed, color, or
national origin . . . and it is the duty of employers and of-labor or-
e ——

S
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ganizations , . . to provide for the full and equitable participation
of all workers in defense industries, without discrimination because
cifia_ce, creed, color, or national origin.” His order also established
the'-_ Qmmittee on Fair Empl nt Practices to investigate com-
plgln;s of disggiminatidn and take ‘appropriate steps to redress
valid grievances.”* ; '

"l‘"h_e. marchr was canceled. ‘Black’ munitions worker Margaret
Wrngh; recallea":tha't'it was only Randolph’s threat of a march on
Waslh:ir'lgtg.r‘xl:th?t_“rﬁade Roosevelt'give this proclamation, because
no one does anything — you never get anything — out of- the

goodness of people’s hearts.””s
‘ u_t'-'I.l‘oos'évélt"s new poli : its first
year of operation, the FEPC had but seven field officers and five
clgigai\ Wt)fkej:s,l with 2 Budget of only $80,000. }ge‘n after the
comrqit:‘l;glszi‘s personnel were increased, its* budget totaled only
$43 1,699, far below the funding allocated to other government
departments. e

_{\_Afreover, Roosevelt’s FEPC had no teeth to enforce equal em-
ployme?}t. According to a federal government report, blacksﬁwere
complaining that the FEPC had “no power to-penalize violators of
the non-discrimination order,” and that the committee’s hearings
wtzre merely “a token of the government’s wish to rectify the situ-
ation, rather than an actual solution of the problem.”?# In Oppor-
tunity: Journal of Negro Life, George E. DeMar pointed out that
Roosevelt’s “Executive Order was accepted as policy, but all too
often not for practice, by those holding war contracts,””s In “An
Open Letter to President Roosevelt — An Editorial,” the Crisis
impatiently ihformed_ the President that in too many communities
“your. ‘If;xgczl_x.;_iv_eu'Q;c’{er:'S 802 was being defied and sabotaged by
management and-labor alike.”7s ... .. -

z}_{-}gg\y_ing; that'the-government would not interfere with war pro-
J@Qn_and that the FEPC had neither. the power nor the will roﬁ

d - T (R Ik Ry ~ -
esegregate, white laborers resisted the federal government’s of.

forts ‘tqutenggte}the:’&va; inidustriesi In 1943, for example, twenty
thousar%é_‘wh}te workers rioted to protest the upgrading of black

“Bomb the Color Line”

“welders in the Alabama Dry Dock and Shipbuilders Company. Af-

: ter federal troops intervened, the FEPC agreed to allow segrega-

tion to continue in the shipyards.
Ultimately, the real pressure for employment integration came
from the sheer need for labor in America’s booming war indus-

tries. Almost 1 million African Americans entered the industrial la-
" bor force during the war years. At the beginning of 1942, only 3
~ percent of defense workers were black; by November 1944, that

number had jumped to 8.3 percent. Blacks constituted 2§ percent
of the Jabor force in foundries and 12 percent in shipbuilding and

" steel mills.”” They also entered employment in the auto industry. In

1943, §5,000 of the 450,000 members of Detroit’s United Auto
Workers were African Americans. During the war years, the wages
of black families increased from 40 percent to 6o percent of that of -

white families.”®

Pulled by job opportunities in the war industries, over a half
million African Americans left the outh. During the decade of the
1940s, the percentage of blacks living in the South declined from
7 percent to 68 percent. Following the jobs to the cities, blacks
classified as urban dwellers increased from 49 percent to 62 per-
cent. They migrated, again as they had during World War I, to the
Midwestern cities like Chicago and Detroit. But this time, they’
also went to California, where they found war-related jobs in Los
Angeles, Oakland, Richmond, and San Francisco. “I came to Cal-
ifornia in 1943,” recalled Ella Johnson. “The shipyard people
came to Louisiana offering $1.20 an hour to work in California.
I'd work for as little as 25 cents an hour, 5o cents an hour, and
thinking I was doing pretty good. Had I ever seen a ship? I imag-
ine I had not. I didn’t even know what a ship looked like. But they

were hiring, so we went.”7? r ‘T‘DP-HQ&_

eenager living in San Francisco at the time,

witnessed the
which had beer
uation and i
an
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mdustry lncreased from 6.5 perx ”er':
2 Amencan ‘Women, defensé work offered.escapé from domestic work. Between 1940 and.

.45 percerit, Even after doors weregoj)ened ‘to black v

A Battle Line on the Home Front

944, the pércentage of black womien in
'.'to 18 percerrtof.ﬂfie female, workforce For Afnqan

I944 the proportion of black: ‘women employed. in housework declined from 60 percent to
mien; however they often found-

“themselves assngned to non-skilled _;orbs such'as junlors and caf’eteha Workers: Mahy women

! L ‘also found that they: had two shiftst‘one at the plant and a second athome. Wanita Allen
B complamedathat she had to Irish,

| clean the house. “By the tme ! gotz

sh, rush —get. dinner ready, ‘wash clothes, iron dothes
in bed it was tlme to get up in ﬂme momsng"

- The war-had given Afncan Amencans a taste of the honey of equalrty A lot of biacks ﬂ1at
+ were sharecroppmg, domg menlal work and stuff " said defense worker Margaret W

g‘tr”:‘}'ded

; g6t intoithe army and saw how:other th)ngs werg; and how things could be. 'lhey%
‘timey did‘pot wantito ga baek

behind a plow they wouldnt éét on the back of the bus anymore" o

As black and whrte worket’s-'followed the Jefense jObS into the crtles however they often
. clashed vnolently In 1943, at the helght of Ein: ndustrial productlon for the war, urban race :
~ riots exploded across the couhtzy ‘The Socual Scierice Institute-at Fisk University reporféd

that 242 racial battles had occurred that year'in forty-sevén cities.

ackto what théy were domg before. «They. did not wanf fo'\?%lk '

i
W
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Tuskegee Airmen
Video Guide

As you’re watching the video, please complete the chart below:

Please note examples of the following:

Challenges faced at Tuskegee

What realities did soldiers face when they | What did the experience of fighting in the
returned home after the war? air force provide for the African American
soldiers?
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CHAPTER 8

Rosie the Riveter and Other
Wartime_ Women

World War II had an unmistakable impact on American society. The task of
fighting and winning a global war greatly accelerated the growth of the fed-
eral bureaucracy that had begun during the New Deal; federal budgets and func-
tions never returned to their prewar levels. Nor did the United States return to
its prewar stance of isolation from international relations. The war also en-
couraged dramatic social changes on the home front, especially an increase in
mobility as people flocked to war jobs or entered the armed services. African
Americans were able to lay the groundwork for the postwar civil rights revo-
lution by equating segregation with Nazi white supremacist ideology. Most im-
portantly, defense mobilization brought a return to prosperity after a decade of
depression.

The specific impact of the wartime experience on the nation’s women is
less clear-cut. Some historians have argued that the war represented a major
turning point for women because of their dramatic roles in the war effort, es-
pecially in defense plants. Others have focused on the persistence of sexism
and discrimination against women on the job, in families, and in society as a
whole. The weight of the evidence in this historical debate tilts towards ana-
lyzing women’s wartime experiences in light of long-term trends of employ-
ment, demographics, and family roles, rather than seeing the war as a dramatic
period of social change.

One of the difficulties of coming to an assessment of the impact of World
War Il on women is that the impact varies depending on which women are ex-
amined. Despite all the media attention to the “Rosie the Riveters” who took
on defense jobs, the majority of American women were homemakers during
the war. The war permeated every aspect of their daily life. Popular culture and
advertising were saturated with patriotic war themes, especially the movies.
Household management was challenging during wartime, notabl y coping with
the high inflation rate and the shortages and rationing of most durable consumer

213
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Part 2 Individual Choices, Collective Progress

goods, food, and gasoline. Women also performed volunteer services for their
communities.

Many women were more directly involved in the war effort. For example,
350,000 women joined the armed services, supplying approximately 2 percent
of the total fighting forces. Equally dramatic were changes for the nation’s fe-
male workers. The female work force grew by 50 percent between 1940 and
1945. These war workers were drawn both from the ranks of women already
working (they used the opportunity to leave such traditional female jobs as do-
mestic and personal service for higher-paying industrial work) and new work-
ers, including recent students and former full-time homemakers who joined the
war effort for reasons both of patriotism and economics. The wartime economic
and social climate was especially liberating for sin gle women, who experienced
increasing autonomy and independence in the conduct of their personal lives.
Such opportunities were also an important breakthrough for black workers of
both sexes, who until the war-induced labor shortage had been barred from most
manufacturing and industrial jobs.

These women workers were welcomed into the work force, a stark con-
trast to the public disapproval that greeted women during the Depression. But
much of the public support derived from the conviction that these women
workers were only temporary, that they would happily trade their overalls and
welding tools for aprons when the men came home from war. Women work-
ers had other ideas. When surveyed, the vast majority wanted to keep their new
jobs. In the reconversion process, women did in fact lose many of the gains
made during wartime, but they did not return to the home—they just went back
to the traditional kinds of female jobs they had always held. After a slight dip
after the war, the percentage of women who worked began a steady climb up-
wards. By 1950, 28.6 percent of adult women were working (down from the
wartime peak of 37 percent), comprising 30 percent of the work force. In the
postwar period, women showed an increasing propensity to combine marriage
and work, a trend first noticed during the Depression but vastly accelerated dur-
ing wartime.

World War II left other legacies for the nation’s women. Because
women’s work was seen as temporary, there was no underlying shift in‘pub-
lic attitudes about women'’s traditional responsibilities for home and family.
In fact, “the unshaken claim of family” was probably intensified by the
war: after the years of home front dislocation, returning soldiers and- their
spouses welcomed a return to normalcy. The marriage and birth rates, which
had been artificially suppressed during the Depression, had already begun to-
rise during the war and would shoot up soon afterwards. So did the divorce
rate.

Concentrating on women’s displacement from industrial jobs and the
continuity of traditional attitudes about women'’s place leads to fairly nega-
tive assessments about the impact of the war on women’s lives. Such a view,
however, is too shortsighted, for it misses what the wartime experience meant

to individual women. Historian Sherna Gluck, vgho collected oral histories
from female war workers in California, found this common E,hread to many
| woimnen's recollections: “I never realized what I could, do.” Gluck posits
that this increase in self-esteem and belief in women’s own capabilities
spilled over into more egalitarian family and marital relations in the postwar
years, but was not translated into a direct challenge of the ‘status. quodl_n
the public realin: “Changes in consciouspcss are not necessarily or imme bze
ately reflected in dramatic alter::\tions in the public world. They m:;y.n °
very quietly played out in the private wor.ld of women, yet expressed 1 :
fashion that can both affect future generations fmd cycntuglly be expresse
more openly when the social climate is ng'l1t." Taking .[hlS perspective gn
the impact of the war on individual women’s lives, ._Won”ld War II may tmln
out to have been more of a watelshed for women than liistorians have real-

ized.



Women in the Armed Forces

Marion Stegeman

Of the more than fifteen million Americans who entered the armed ser-
vices during World War II, approximately 350,000 were women. Like
the Rosie the Riveters, women who joined the armed forces expeti-

enced new challenges, greater geographical mobility, and increased re-
sponsibility. The largest number served in the Women's Army Corps
, (WACS)—140,000—followed by 100,000 volunteers for the WAVES
" (Women Appointed for Volunteer Emergency Service) in the Navy.
| There were women’s branches of the Marines and Coast Guard, and
* one thousand WASPs (Women's Airforce Service Pilots) did stateside
and noncombat air duty.

Avenger Field in Sweetwater, Texas, was the place to be if you
were a woman and a pilot in World War II. The letters that Marion
Stegeman wrote home convey the excitement of being a WASP, a thrill
that was part patriotism but mainly the sheer joy of flying. They also
convey the disappointments, like a friend “washing out” (being asked

~ toleave) or, worse, the death of classmates in training exercises. In all,
thirty-eight WASPs lost their lives during the war.

Marion Stegeman had learned to fly in a Civilian Pilot Training
Program while a student at the University of Georgia, from which she
graduated with a degree in journalism and art in 1941. She became a )
WASP because she.“wanted to be part of the action.” After her train- !
ing at Sweetwater, she was stationed at Love Field in Dallas. But, as
her last letter shows, she realized that there was no future for women
as pilots in the armed services and in 1944 she resigned to marry her
boyfriend Ned Hodgson, a Marine stationed in Texas. After the war,
they settled in Fort Worth to raise a family, both their lives dramati-
cally and irrevocably affected by their service during World War IL.

oo " e ., - Sweetwater, Texas
April 24, 1943

Dearest Mother,

The gods must envy me! This is just too, 100 to be true. (By now you re-
alize I had a good day as regards flying. Nothing is such a gauge to ’the spirits
as how well or how poorly one has flown.) W.h_ere was [?7 Oh, yes, I’m far too
happy. The law of compensation must be waiting to catch u? W.llh me some-
where. Oh, God, how I love it! Honestly, Molher_, you ha\_'en t lived until you
get way up there—all alone—just you a{ld that big, beautiful plane hm;nrmpg,
under your control. I just sit there and sing at the top of my ]ungs- whl’le I'm
climbing up to 4,000 feet—or however hlgl) I want to go. Of course, I'm tog,

I busy to sing while in the middle of aerobatics—but you ought to hear mt.: let
loose when I'm “clearing my area” between maneuvers. (We alw‘ays cleal.‘the
area first to make sure there are no planes underneath or close by—safety foist!)

Uniform edited
120. Copyright © 1994 by Judy Barreu

rsily Press, Inc.

' Too. World War I Letters from American Women in

and David C. Smith. pp. 115-118, 119,

The only thing that I know that’s going to happen that I won’t like is that =

they are changing my instructors some day soon. Mine is goingonto the B.T.’s
(Basic trainers—one step ahead of primary trainers) but maybe I’ll get him
again when I get to the B.T.’s. Hope so! I have no idea who my new instruc-
tor will be—I hope I'll like him as much as I do this one. He’ll have to be pretty
good and mighty nice though, to beat Mr. Wade's time. . . .

Smackers and much love to John, Janet, Joanna ::;u%d you—M.

* k¥

and David C. Smith. Reprinted by permission of Oxford Unive

Source: From We 're in This W

by Judy Barrett Litoff

Litoff



[Sweetwater, Texas
" amer, 1943]
- Late summ

.. . Mother, this was to be a short letter, but now something has happened
that I must tell you about.

You may just as well get used to hearing about these things, Mom, because
so long as I’m in the flying racket they are bound to happen. Two of my class-
mates and their instructor were killed yesterday afternoon near Big Spring. . ..

This is no doubt another of those undetermined causes that brings about
crashes, and no one will ever know what it was. Maybe it was one of those rare
structural failure cases—no one knows. It seems likely, since the instructor was
in the plane—Or it could have been that the girls were changing seats in mid
air and one of them could’ve grabbed the wheel for support, thus stalling the
plane. There are endless possibilities—Most of them things that could have
been avoided, as most crashes seem to be. . . .

Don’t worry about it, though, Mom, because it’s very unusual for anything
so mysterious to happen (especially here) and they’re inspecting all the air-
planes before we go up in them again.

As T’ve told you before, we do take chances, but they are small compared
to those that thousands take every day all over the world. And we could fall
down in our bathtubs at home and be killed, or get in a car and meet death. It's
just not up to us to say where or when. You believe that, don’t you? We'll talk
about it more when I get home. . . .

I love you, Marion

Tallahassee, Florida
March 30, 1944

Mother, dear:

(1) General Arnold [Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, Chief of the Arrpy Air
" Forces] says openly that the Army Air Forces has more than enough pilots.

(2) There are experienced instructors now being forced into the foot
army—and others out of jobs.

(3) If I go into the Army, they could chain me to a typewriter for the du-
ration plus six months, in spite of anything they might promise.

(4) I can’t see myself running around saluting and kow-towing and obey-
ing orders from [those who] . . . will really dish out the works to those of us
who have been in only a year and will be mere Second Lieutenants. [ can do
what I’m told gracefully now only because—underneath it all—I know I don’t
have to. :

Summary: All this adds up to a great deal of rationalization that has been
taking place since I last saw my love. [ want to marry him—now! Of course,
though, I'd stay on the job indefinitely as a civilian, because I owe so much,
but since the Army is forcing me to become a puppet or resign, I’m tempted
to go my own way,—mine and Ned's.

[ don’t think the airplane will replace the man, do you?

It may be days, weeks, or months before it is necessary for me to decide.
How’s about a long letter of advice from you—and also please ask Aunt Helvig
and Grannie what they think.

I love you, M.
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The American Experience: Rosie the Riveter

Part I:

1. What was work like for women during the Depression?

* 2. What was the appeal of factory jobs for women at the start of the war?

3. Throughout the video, watch the appearance of women in the factories. What types of
clothes did they wear, how was there hair done, etc.?

4. How were women treated by men in the factories?

*5. What role did race play in the factories? (come back to this as different stories unfold).

.6. What was the tone: of the woman bemg interviewed at the office of the Superwsor of S A e
Women’s Employment? How did she speak about the women workers? ERR
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Co 8. How did working relationships change when women joined unions?

9. How was money used as enticement to work?

10. What problems did working-women with children face? How were these problems
addressed? ‘

Use this space to write your favorite lyrics from the music played
thranghout the video....
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Name: A US 32
Date: Rosie the Riveter ~ film

1. What message did propaganda. films send to women. & soldiers?
&. In what order were workers fired at the end of WWII?

3. What was the hope of the lady in the flowered dress for postwar
America?

4. What was one of the women told when she went, to get a job welding
at ware island?

5. Flowered dress woman: “We were no longer comrades in a.rms " -
-~ What did she mean? :

R < ) Accord.mg to one of the propaganda. films, what trend is the most
e “ destructive to marriage?

7. What did the film say would happen to children if there mothers :
: kept working?

/8. What does the “expert” say is the “cost” of women working? -
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9. Why did the woman in the polka—dot dress sa,y “I had to get a job
somehow”?

10. Why was-getting a job in domestic work defeating for the
African American woman?

11. Why kind of jobs were “saved” for blacks?

12 Why the flowéred dress woman say she' likéd Welding bet;ter as
a job?

13, How did articled in magazines change at the'end of the war?
14, Why did the flowered dress woman say “we were la.rgelv a
joke”‘?

i_i<15i.'.a':;;ne:'Wha;t-dbesfshe-'mea.n“we gave up everything forthat™? . -+ = o
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CLASS ' DATE

Overview Essay

The Internment of Japaﬁese-Amerlcans

During World War 11

'Ionlyaskﬂm'tlbcglvmachanoctoﬁghttopmsm—m the principles that [ have
beenbmughtuponax_ldwhlchlwmnotsacriﬂccatanycost.ﬂmscgtvemea

War Henry Stimson as the United States entered World War IL. Eight thousand
Japanese-Americans did eventually serve—with distinction—in the United States
armed forces during World War I, despite the fact that over 110,000 were forced
by the American government to relocate to remote and dismal internment

camps. The Japanese-Americans li

on the West Coast-were declareda

“security:threat? by the government, and many Americans supported-the federal n
governmient's declsion to iSolate those who seemed to pose:such a threat. Fear, -
racism, and a destre for reverige after the. bombing of Pearl:Harbor—all fostered
public support for a government policy that violated the civil rights.of other

Ame:ica‘r_; citizens.

The census of 1940 recorded 126,947 people
of Japanese ancestry living in thie United -
States, nearly two-thirds of them native-born
Americans. ‘Those first-generation:Japanese
who had emigrated from Japan or Hawafl were
known as Issei, Their children were known as
Nisei. The majority of these Japanese-Ameri-
cans lived together in small communities on
the West Coast. Here they operated small

businesses and vegetable farms, pursuing
their dreams just as other Americans did.
However, unlike Americans of European
ancestry, during World War It Japanese-
Americans were to endtire unjust treatment at
the hands of their government.

War Hysteria _ _
‘The attack on Pearl Harbor pitched the

government into a quandary. Because the West
Coast was believed vulnerable to Japanese

attack, military experts worried that Japanese-

Americans there might cooperate with the
enemy.-The public, meanwhile, clamored for
the government to take action against the
“enemy race” in its midst. )

Soon after the attack on Pearl Harbot, the -

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) identified

© Prentice-Hall, Inc.

about 2,100 Japariese-Americans as “danger-
ous enemy aliens” and arrested them. This did.
little to calm the fears of residents on the West
Coast. Many people considered a Japanese .
invasion tmminent and believed that no one of
Japanese heritage could be trusted. ‘On Febru-
ary 19, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt
signed Executive Order No. 9066 authorizing
the Secretary of War “to prescribe military
areas in such places and of such extent as he
or the appropriate M[_Iitary'Commandermay ;
determine, from which any or all persons may

General John DeWitt, the military com-
mander responsible for executing the arder,
designated entire regions of California as
“military areas” and asked Japanese residents
to relocate voluntarily, Complying with the
request, about eight thousand Japanese: .
Americans abandoned their homes and moved.
to other parts of the country.. .

On March 18 Roosevelt created the War
Relocation Authority (WRA) to oversee the
orderly evacuation of Japanese-Americans
from the designated reglons. DeWitt ordered
Japanese residents on the West Coast to report
to Warﬂme-Ctvﬂian Control Centers, - ,

The Internment of Japanese-Americans During World War I 5



Vocabulary

executive order A regulation or order is-
sued by the President to enforce a treaty or
law; it does not require congressional ap-
proval but has the force of law.

curfew A regulation. requiring a certain

group to be off the streets and in their
homes at a certain time.

Reviewing the Case

~ After the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor

in December 1941, the United States entered
the war against the Axis powers—Germany,
Italy, and Japan. The attack on Hawaii had
made many American leaders and ordinary
citizens increasingly fearful about security

on the West Coast of the United States. Inre-

sponse-to those fears, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued Executive Order #3066 in
February 1942. ,

 The order authorized the creation of mili-
tary areas in which military authorities had

. the power to remove or exclude whomever

they wished. The first area included the en-
tire West Coast to about 40 miles inland.
Based on the executive order, military -offi-
cials first imposed a curfew on “all persons
of Japanese ancestry,” including those born

in the United States and those who had be-

come citizens. Later, the military command-
er ordered all persons of Japanese ancestry to,
leave their homes and report to assembly
centers. From theré they were sent to reloca-
tion camps farther inland, away from the
coast.

The government claimed the curfew and

the relocations were necessary to prevent

sabotage, spying, or giving help to a possible
Japanese invasion force. Disobeying the mili-
tary orders was made a crime by act of Con-
gress. - Several lawsuits were brought to
challenge this violation of the civil rights of
citizens.

Fred (Toyosaburo) Korematsu was ar-
rested for staying in San Leandro, California,
instead of going to a relocation center. Born

_in California, Korematsu was a defense-plant

HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS
©McDougal Littell. All rights reserved.

Korematsu v. United Stdtes (1944)
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worker in his 20’s. He had tried to join the
Army but could not pass the physical. Rather
than going to a center, he posed as Chinese.
After being caught and arrested, he was con-
victed in federal district court of violating the
military’s “Civilian Exclusion Order.” Con-
viction carried a maximum fine of $5,000 or
up to one year in prison, or both.

Korematsu appealed the decision, unsuc-
cessfully, to the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals for California on the grounds that his
rights under the Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, ard
Thirteenth Amendments had been violated.
He was sent to a relocation camp in Utah. Ko- .
rematsu then appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court. : ,

The issue before the Court: Are Executive

- Order #9066 and the act of Congress enforc-

ing it constitutional uses of the war powers of
the President and Congress?

The Supreme Court ruled by a vote of 6-3
to uphold the decision of the lower courts
against Korematsu. The Court ruled
according to the precedent set a year earlier
in Hirabayashi v. United States. Kiyoshi
Hirabayashi had been convicted of violating
the curfew law, which applied only to Japa-
nese Americans. On appeal, the Court had
ruled that Hirabayashi’s rights had not been
violated unconstitutionally because the cur-
few was within the limits of the war powers.
In the interests of national security, the -
Court said, military authorities could do
what they thought was necessary in sensitive
areas; Congress had the right to give this
power.

The Court’s reasoning in both cases can be
summed up in the words of Justice Hugo
Black’s opinion in Korematsu:

It should be noted, to begin with, that all
legal restrictions which curtail the civil
rights of a single racial group are immedi-
ately suspect. That is not to say that all
such restrictions are unconstitutional. It is
to say that courts must subject them to the
most rigid scrutiny. . . . Compulsory exclu-
sion of large groups of citizens from their

Supreme Court Decision 27
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The first two documents illustrate the mood and attitudes prevalent af the time
of the internment. The first is taken from the testimony presented by Earl Warren
before a congressional committee meeting in San Francisco in 1942. Today Warren
is best remembered as chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1953 to 1969,
and as a staunch defender of civil rights. In 1942, however, he was California’s
attorney general and a future candidate for governor. In response to questioning
regarding the civil rights of Japanese-Americans, he replied, “I believe, sir, that in
time of war every citizen must 8ive up some of his normal rights.” Even if one
accepts such a belief, would it excuse the treatment of Japanese-Americans during
the war?

The second document is from Justice Hugo Black's majority opinion in the case
of Korematsu v. United States (1944). After reading the accounts of removal
and relocation in the essay, evaluate Justice Black’s statement that it is “unjustifiable
to call [the relocation centers] . . . concentration camps’* and his assertion that “to
cast this case into outlines of racial prejudice, without reference to the real military
dangers which were present, merely confuses the issue."”

Since the end of the war, racial attitudes toward Japanese-Americans, as well
as other minorities, have considerably improved in the United States. In the case
of Japanese-Americans, their outstanding military service during the war no doubt
aided their acceptance by other Americans. The 4424 Regimental Combat Team,
composed almost entirely of Japanese-Americans, suffered enormous casualties in
Italy and was the most decorated unit in the war.

The final document, a proclamation by President Gerald Ford in 1976, expresses
the nation’s regret over the wartime miscarriage of justice. Proposals to compensate
financially those Japanese-Americans who were interned have yet to be approve:d
by Congress, however. Have racial attitudes evolved enough so that Americans.zgfll
abide by President Ford's resolve *'that this kind of error shall never be made again’’?
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Part Il Modern American Society, 1920-Present

timed and just like the invasion of France, and of Denmark, and of Norway,
and all of those other countries. . . . :

"~ Iwantto say that the consensus of Oopinion among the law-enforcement
officers of this State is that there is more potential danger among the group

MR. [JOHN] sPARKMAN. I have noticed suggestions in newspaper storjes.
I'noticed a telegram this morning with reference to the civil rights of these
people. What do you have to say about that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL WARREN. | believe, sir, that in time of war every
citizen must give up some of his normal rights.

Exclusion and Internment Upheld, 1944

The petitioner, an American citizen of Japanese descent, was convicted in
a federal district court for maining in San Leandro, California, a “Military
Area,” contrary to Civilian Exclusion Order No. 34 of the Commanding
General of the Western Command, U.S. Army, which directed that after
May 9, 1942, all persons of Japanese ancestry should be excluded from that
area. No question was raised as to petitioner’s loyalty to the United
States. . . .

SOURCE: Justice Hugo Black’s majority opinion in Korematsu v. United States, 323 U.S.

214 (1944).
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Part Il Modern American Society, 1920—Present

An American Promise, 1976

By the President of the United States of America: A Proclamation

February 19 is the anniversary of a very, very sad day in American history.
It was on that date in 1942 that Executive Order 9066 was issued resulting
in the uprooting of many, many loyal Americans. Over 100,000 persons
of Japanese ancestry were removed from their homes, detained in special
camps, and eventually relocated.

We now know what we should have known then—not only was that
evacuation wrong but Japanese-Americans were and are loyal Americans,
On the battlefield and at home the names of Japanese-Americans have
been and continue to be written in America’s history for the sacrifices and
the contributions they have made to the well-being and to the security of
this, our common Nation.

Executive Order 9066 ceased to be effective at the end of World War
II. Because there was no formal statement of its termination, there remains
Some concern among Japanese-Americans that there yet may be some life
in that obsolete document. The proclamation [4417] that I am signing here
today should remove all doubt on that matter.

I call upon the American people to affirm with me the unhyphenated
American promise that we have learned from the tragedy of that long ago
experience—forever to treasure liberty and justice for each individual
American and resolve that this kind of error shall never be made again.

SOURCE: From Public Papers of the Presidents, Gerald R. Ford, 19761977 (Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office, February 19, 1976), 110.
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Discussion Questions for: *The Way We Lived”

1. During times of war, what obligations does the
federal government have to ensure social and

economic equality at home?

2. What is the difference between German-
Americans, Italian-Americans, and Japanese-

Americans?

3. Do you think there is a way to compensate the
Japanese who were interned during WWII? If so,
what would just compensation look like to you?

If not, explain.
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2. Did

3. Was the Unitad

5. What 6f Gapt {

hat Do You Think?

as the Cunard Steamship Company to
blame because it armed the ship and allowed
war \naterials as part of the cargo?
aptain Schwieger of the U-20 bear
responsibjlity because he failed to warg the
ship that 1x was to be sunk and did
vide for theafety of the passengeps?

States governmext to blame
because it allowed Americans t6 travel on a
British passenger\ship during’wartime even
if the United Statey was neytral at the time?

bearing innocent
civilians who were § exercising their
right to sail freely

wartime?

was he to bl

e American passengers to blame fos
their/own fate because they failed to heed
the/warning notice published in the news-
Apers?
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The Decision R
to Drop the Mtomic Bomb

kground N .
Baft igsrAugust 6. 1945. The place is Tinian, an island speck

in the South Pacific. At 2:45 a.M. the evemngbquxzt; 1:;
abruptly interrupted by the roarlof a B—29. bontlh:rni i
rumbles down the runway and. disappears 1:;:2 ik B%Qg’
Special bombing mission #1318 underway. .S_Siogn o
nicknamed the Enola Gay, embarks upon z} nz;l e i o
will change the course of history. The Enola Gay
i in history. .

thifgcogt:r;nct}?: Zlfg:tl Qiirt,ogiroshima, comes 1nto VIEW.

3
1 s
1 i i his crew on the plane
Tibbets is speaking to .
g t to start the bomb run. Put on

hem up on your forehead. When
gles-over your €yes

Com
intercom. “We are abou

your goggles and place t

ear the tone signal, pull the gog

i ) here until after the flash.”

and leave them t
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Senate has just adjourned for the day. You have stopped
to chat with the Speaker of the House, but your visit with
him is interrupted by a telephone call from the President’s
Press Secretary. With a shaky voice, he asks that you come
to the White House immediately. You sense that some-
thing is wrong as you enter the White House. Your sus-
picions are all too quickly confirmed when the President’s
wife places her hand upon your shoulder and says, “The
President is dead.”
This event actually happened that quickly on April 12,
1945. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who had led the American
ifficult years of depression and war,
and without warning, the President’s
heavy burden of power and responsibility had shifted to
the shoulders of Vice President Harry S Truman. As the
news and the shock of the President’s death spread across
the nation, people turned to each other and echoed the
same question, “Who is Harry Truman?”
The man who now was President could look back upon

his boyhood on a farm in Jackson County, Missouri. He
completed high school and served as an artillery officer in
World War 1. After the war, he went into the men’s
clothing business and failed. In 1922 he began a political
career in Kansas City which eventually led to his election
as a United States Senator in 1934 and 1940. His work
as chairman of a committee investigating war production
won him recognition and the vice presidential nomination
in 1944. As Vice President, Truman was little known and
overshadowed by the towering figure of Franklin D.
Roosevelt. Now Roosevelt lay dead, and Truman was the
President. Soon he would be faced with, perhaps, the most

people through 12 d
had died. Suddenly,
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difficult decision that any Présid‘_-e‘r_itl '(:of any man) has:ghad
to make. Truman expressed his féelingé best to ncwspé‘lper

ieportezl"g :the. day after Roosevelt’s death, when he said
Boys, if you ever pray, pray for me now. . . . When ifhe):

told me yesterday what had happened, I felt like the moon
the stars and all the planets had fallen on me.” L
The most carefully guarded secret.of World War IIjwas
unknown to Harry S Truman when he became Presicien't.
Roosevelt had never told Truman that a team of British
and American scientists were developing a device of tre-
mendous destructive potential—the atomic bomb. Wi%hin
a p}at-te; of -weekls,‘Tru;man_w_qu,ldubc--f@géd;w,-_ith, the lo;ilely
responsibility of deciding if. when, and where the atomic
bomb would be dropped. o W
I-_Ii.story books tell us that Haifr'j;':Trhfnan made“ﬂthe
decision to drop the atomic bomb, but fhey do not‘}tcll
us whether his decision was right or V\:'rong;. Was the d'f%'op-
ping of an atomic bomb upon the city of Hiroshima j&sti-
fied? Did President Truman make the right decision?| As
you read the arguments for and ‘agdinst ‘the Jdroppinéggj of
the bpmb, try to decide what you wdpl‘d,hjévé" done. Jl
\.

Harky S Truman, President of the Utited' States:
The final decision of where and when to use the
atomic bomb was up to me. Let there be no mistake
about it. I regarded the bomb as a military weapon
and never had any doubt that it should be used. The
top military advisers to the President recommended | 5
its use, and when I talked to Churchill he unhesita- ;
tingly told me that he favored theuscof the atomic }

bomb if it might aid to end the war. . . .3
g, A g _ i
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cold diplomatic war with Russia now in progress. . . .
... One can imagine the hurry with which the two

bombs—the only two existing—were wisked across
the Pacific to be dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
5 just in time, but only just, to insure that the Japanese
|  Gdvernmentsurrendered to American forces alone. ...2

Lex Giovannrrti anp Frep Freep, NBC reporters and

authors: ;
It can be argued persuasively that the Soviet
Union was, in the final days before Hiroshima, much
on the minds of Truman, Byrnes and Stimson. This
does not, however, mean that their sole or even pri-
5 mary reason for using the bomb was as a political
weapon against the Russians. The political consid-
eration was an additional reason. . . .2

James F. Byrnes, special advisor to President Truman:
.. Tt was ever present in my mind that it was
important that we should have an end to the war
before the Russians came in. . . .

Personally, I was praying that the Japanese would
£ see the wisdom of surrendering and we could bring
the war to an end before the Russians got in. . . i

Leo SziLarp, Professor of Physics and a leading spokes-
man in opposition to dropping the bomb:

Mr. Byrne’s concern about Russia I fully shared,
but his view that our possessing and demonstrating
the bomb would make Russia more manageable in
FEurope I was not able to share. Indeed I could
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hardly m.lagine any premise more false or disastrous
upon which to base our policy, and I was dismayed
when a few weeks later I'learned that he was to be i
our Secretary of State,, .28 7 v s ' v

What Do You Think?

1. Was the bombing of Hiroshima necessary
and justifiable? ;

2. What were the alternatives to dropping the
atomic bomb? .
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" Document A: General De Witt Final Report

“In the war in which we are now engaged racial affinities are not severed by migration. The
Japanese race is an enemy race and while many second and third generation Japanese born on
United States soil, possessed of United States citizenship, have become “Americanized”, the
racial strains are undiluted. To conclude otherwise is to expect that children born of white
parents on Japanese soil sever all racial affinity and become loyal Japanese subjects, ready to
fight and, if necessary, to die for Japan in a war against the nation of their parents. That Japan is
allied with Germany and Italy in this struggle is no ground for assuming that any Japanese,
barred from assimilation by convention as he is, though born and raised in the United States, will
not turn against this nation when the final test of loyalty comes. It, therefore, follows that along
the vital Pacific Coast over 112,000 potential enemies, of Japanese extraction, are at large today.
There are indications that these are organized and ready for concerted action at a favorable
opportunity. The very fact that no sabotage has taken place to date is a disturbing and

confirming indication that such action will be taken.”

--Lieutenant General John L. De Witt (1942)

Commander of the Western Defense Command



Document B: Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians Personal
Justice Denied

“This policy of exclusion, removal and detention was executed against 120,000 people
without individual review, and exclusion was continued virtually without regard for their
demonstrated loyalty to the United States. Congress was fully aware of and supported the policy
of removal and detention; it sanctioned the exclusion by enacting a statute which made criminal
the violation of orders issued pursuant to Executive Order 9066. The United States Supreme
Court held the exclusion constitutionally permissible in the context of war...

All this was done despite the fact that not a single documented act of espionage, sabotage
or fifth column activity was committed by an American citizen of Japanese ancestry or by a
resident Japanese alien on the West Coast.

No mass exclusion or detention, in any part of the country, was ordered against American
citizens of German or Italian descent. Official actions against enemy aliens of other nationalities
were much more individualized and selective than those imposed on the ethnic Japanese.

The exclusion, removal and detention inflicted tremendous human cost. There was the
obvious cost of homes and business sold or abandoned under circumstances of great distress, as
well as injury to careers and professional advancement. But, most important, there was the loss
of liberty and the personal stigma of suspected disloyalty for thousands of people who knew
themselves to be devoted to their country’s cause and to its ideals but whose repeated
protestations of loyalty were discounted...The wounds of the exclusion and detention have
healed in some respects, but the scars of that experience remain, painfully real in the minds of

those who lived through the suffering and deprivation of the camps.”

--Personal Justice Denied (1982)
Report on the Commission on Wartime Relocation

and Internment of Civilians



Document C: President Ronald Reagan Redress Remarks

Remarks on Signing the Bill Providing Restitution for the Wartime Internment of
Japanese-American Civilians (Ronald Reagan)
August 10, 1988

The Members of Congress and distinguished guests, my fellow Americans, we gather here today
to right a grave wrong. More than 40 years ago, shortly after the bombing of Pear]l Harbor,
120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry living in the United States were forcibly removed from
their homes and placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken without trial,

without jury. It was based solely on race, for these 120,000 were Americans of Japanese descent.

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its survival and it's not for us today to pass
judgment upon those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great struggle. Yet we
must recognize that the internment of Japanese-Americans was just that: a mistake. For
throughout the war, Japanese-Americans in the tens of thousands remained utterly loyal to the
United States. Indeed, scores of Japanese-Americans volunteered for our Armed Forces, many
stepping forward in the internment camps themselves. The 442" Regimental Combat Team,
made up entirely of Japanese-Americans, served with immense distinction to defend this nation,
their nation. Yet back at home, the soldier's families were being denied the very freedom for

which so many of the soldiers themselves were laying down their lives. . .

The legislation that I am about to sign provides for a restitution payment to each of the 60,000
surviving Japanese-Americans of the 120,000 who were relocated or detained. Yet no payment
can make up for those lost years. So, what is most important in this bill has less to do with
property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong; here we reaffirm our commitment as a

nation to equal justice under the law. . .

Thank you, and God bless you. And now let me sign H.R. 442, so fittingly named in honor of the
442d. Thank you all again, and God bless you all. I think this is a fine day.

Note: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Building. H.R.
442, approved August 10, was assigned Public Law No. 100-383.
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ing at Tanforan Aésembly Cener, a former r

Inside a barracks apartment a Tanforan.

aeac i San Bruno, Calif.
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Classes are often held in the shade of the barrack building at this War Relocation Authority center.

Horse stalls at Tanforan that were transformed into living quarters for internees.
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Toyo Miyatake Family, Manzanar Relocation Center.

Baseball game, Manzanar Relocation Center, Calif.
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Tom Kobayashi, landscape, south fields, Manzanar Relocation Center.
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Richard Kobayashi, farmer with cabbages.



